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Letter from our Pastor 

This is the Time to be Slow 

By John O’Donohue 
 

This is the time to be slow 
Lie low to the wall 

Until the bitter weather passes 
  

Try, as best you can, not to let 
The wire brush of doubt 
Scrape from your heart 

All sense of yourself 
And your hesitant light. 

  
If you remain generous, 
Time will come good; 

And you will find your feet 
Again on fresh pastures of promise, 

Where the air will be kind 
And blushed with beginning. 

 

I suppose we have no choice, do we? Being slow is what the season calls for. So we tread 
cautiously. We suit up, put on masks, and act deliberately-- staying six feet apart and doing 
our best to be part of the solution, rather than the problem. This slowness comes at a cost 
though. Our young ones want to be free and fast. They have earned the opportunity to soar 
high and experience the exhilaration of the fastest winds. But they too are set against the 
wall, waiting for the weather to pass. I pray regularly for those who were suffering from 
depression and loneliness before this time of trial. More and more they are in my heart and 
mind as help is slow coming to them in a time of critical need.  
 
So what do we do with these slow days? Best I can figure, we wait on a slow God. God al-
ways seems to take God’s sweet time. In our weekly Bible study we are reading through the 
book of Acts. What has struck me about this wonderful story is that God is both unpre-
dictable and deliberate. God moves in unexpected ways and moves intentionally and in due 
time. Over and over again, the church is instructed to wait on the Spirit of God. This 
doesn’t mean to stop doing work. It means that the church is called to slow the work, to be 
deliberate, and direct. To make sure that the principles and bedrock convictions are se-
cured lest they be compromised by our deep need to move faster than the spirit leads.   
 
So we remain generous. We secure our compassion. We work hard to shield our tenderness 
from the hard times ahead. We work slow knowing that the work of sustaining life and 
loving the world requires deliberate attention and regular maintenance. And one day, God 
knows when, we will fill the lift of the Spirit in our wings again, pressing us into the high-
est drafts where we can again feel the exhilarating speed of God’s wind.  
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Support during the Pandemic 

The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are hitting us all in profoundly different ways, leaving us 
with needs that are financial, logistical, physical and spiritual. As the weeks stretch on, those 
needs may grow and change, and Overbrook Church is here with many options for discrete and 
confidential help. 
 
Please find the ministry that best meets your current needs, and reach out if anything is missing. 
We understand circumstances are ever fluid. Each ministry will be available to you, when and if 
you need it.  

 

Emergency Fund 

An Emergency Fund has been established to respond to the acute financial needs of members of 
our community. Within the first couple of weeks, the fund has been able to help defray the costs 
of rent, car repairs, utility bills and other essential living expenses. A committee has been estab-
lished to administer this fund. Those members include: Nancy Gilhool, Will Schick, Herb Brab-
ham, Sharon Parker and Bill Baker, as well as Pastor Adam Hearlson.  
 

To reach the Emergency Fund, a special email has been established: emergencyfund@overbrookpresb.org 
You can also call the main church number 215-877-2744 to leave a message to be returned, or contact any member di-
rectly.  
 

Errands Ministry:  

Our errands ministry works with the Deacons and volunteers to help shop for groceries, pick up 
prescriptions, do light yard work, and run local errands. We recognize that many who have the 
financial means to buy their own food still don’t have what they need, because they are restricted 
in their ability to get out and leaving their homes could put them at risk.  
 

This ministry does not involve any church finances; any necessary exchange of funds would be 
between the errand-runner and the person requesting the errand.  
 

Some services – such as light yard work or grass cutting – are offered free as part of the ministry. 
To get help with errands, contact the Deacons: deacons@overbrookpresb.org or  
Terri Hunter, teresahunter42@gmail.com, 484-684-0247 or Artia Benjamin, newlife5125@gmail.com, 215-266-8758.  
 

Prayer and Care Bags 

Since mid-March, the Prayer & Care Bag Ministry has delivered more than 90 bags with nourishment for body and soul 
to members of our community. This ministry began immediately when social distancing and stay-at-home orders left 
people unable to access their own usual food supply. The bags generally include enough groceries for 3-4 meals and ma-
terial to lift the spirit. If you or someone you know would welcome a Prayer and Care bag, please contact Sharon Parker, 
sparker614@gmail.com, phone 267-292-5628) A sturdy team of OPC adults and youth will prepare and deliver a bag in 
accordance with safety guidelines and with OPC love.  
 
OPC Deacons  

Overbrook’s Deacons are a remarkable team who minister in myriad ways. The Deacons are making telephone rounds to 
ensure contact is made with every member of the community and to check in on any prayer or other needs. They help 
the sick, the home-bound, the grieving. They celebrate milestones and birthdays. Please reach out for prayer requests or 
any other question or concern. deacons@overbrookpresb.org or Terri Hunter, teresahunter42@gmail.com or by phone, 
484-684-0247.  
 
Spiritual Support 

Pastor Adam Hearlson is available via phone, email and Zoom for “face to face” conversations during this challenging 
time. His email is adam@overbrookpresb.org, or you can reach out via the church phone 215-877-2744 and he will re-
turn the message. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP:  

 Donate to the church, to help us sustain our buildings, staff and ministries. 
  

 Donate to the Emergency Fund. 100 percent of these donations will go to people in our community in need. 
 

 Donations to the church or the fund can be made by check mailed to the church (specify in the memo line if for the 
emergency fund) or via credit card or PayPal at the link on the website: http://www.overbrookpresb.org/giving.php 

 

 Be an errand-runner, or grocery shopper to fill the needs in coordination with our Prayer and Care ministry. Contact 
deacons@overbrookpresb.org if interested. 

 

 Pray. Pray. Pray 

From the Director of Music: 

How Can We Keep from Singing? 
I have always been enthralled by live music-making, especially congregational singing: few things are more enjoyable to 
me than the collective shout of the gathered faithful, singing the great hymns of the Church, old and new. Life is differ-
ent now—hopefully not forever, but at least for a while. The organ is silent. The chancel is empty. The walls which 
once trembled with the sounds of worship stand still, waiting to be enlivened once again. Being the Church without 
being in the church is our challenge, and Overbrook, true to form, has risen to the occasion. 
 
In addition to remaining active in mission, faith, worship, and fellowship, we have honored and expanded our musical 
traditions, even during our current situation: 
 

 Members of our church community, including several young musicians, have volunteered their talents for worship 
on Zoom, and the results have been outstanding. 

 Our quartet has continued to provide excellent vocal music for services. 
 Our adult choir has been enthusiastic about coming together for virtual anthems, with great success. 
 
At the same time, there have been challenges, and I would like to address them here: 
 

 The Isabelle Demers concert had to be postponed; we are working on booking her for a future date. 
 Our choirs have suspended rehearsals. 
 Any plans for worship, special music, and concerts have been placed temporarily on hold. 
 
So, what can we do? In my mind, there’s only one thing we can do: keep singing, keep playing, keep praying, keep re-
joicing. Even in the face of adversity, we can make a joyful noise to the Lord, continuing the “endless song” that threads 
through all of our lives. Need ideas or inspiration? I’m always here to help. And if I ever need inspiration, all I need to do 
is look at the faces of those gathered on Sunday morning. The faith and love of the Overbrook community convince me 
that we will get through this together—so let’s sing. 
 
Chris 

music@overbrookpresb.org 

http://www.overbrookpresb.org/giving.php
mailto:deacons@overbrookpresb.org


Mission & Outreach  
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We have missed being with you and many of the events we had planned have long been cancelled. We hope 
that we will soon be able to reschedule some of these activities, including Feed My Starving Children and 
the Women’s Dining Circle. 
 
Although we have stopped getting together, we have not stopped helping those in need.  On Tuesday, March 
31, Nancy Gilhool organized a team of a dozen volunteers to prepare sandwiches, hardboiled eggs, snack 
foods, fruit, dessert, and drinks for a bagged meal that was delivered to the Life Center of Delaware County. 
Over 150 bagged meals were delivered and distributed, as the need for meals increases daily. 
 
From the remaining funds in the Matthew 25:35 account, the Mission and Outreach Committee gave $4,283 
to Philabundance and $2,141 to SHARE Food Program for Montco Hunger Solutions, to help them meet 
the increased demand for food at this time. 
 
We donate regularly to support Broad Street Ministries, but we decided to accelerate our quarterly pay-
ment to get the funds into their hands sooner, as their needs change and increase daily. 
 
If you have a great idea for a mission project, the Sharon E. Parker Service Scholarship is available to help 
get your idea off the ground. While the original intent was to help areas around the world, we currently live 
in an area of great need. Contact Jason Duckworth at jason@arcadialand to discuss your idea. 

Worship Committee 

The Worship & Music Committee is working closely with Adam and Session to deter-

mine what worship will look like once we reconvene. We are taking in consideration 

many factors like social distancing, sacraments and passing of the peace , just to name a 

few.  There are many pieces to consider but know that we are taking every precaution 

necessary to protect our members and guests once Worship  begins in the sanctuary .  In 

the meantime, be sure to join us on zoom for online worship every Sunday at 10:30 am .  

The zoom link can be found on our website at www.overbrookpresb.org.  

    -Eileen Wiggins., Chair 
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Finance Committee 

 
 Overbrook's application for a Paycheck Protection Program loan through the 
Small Business Administration was approved, and today we received $164,900 
that will ensure we are able to continue paying preschool teachers, adminis-
trators and our church staff.  
 
The loan was provided through Bryn Mawr Trust. The application was a con-
solidated effort between the church and the preschool, which is a program of 

the church. One of the provisions of the loan is that 75 percent go to cover payroll costs with 25 percent available for 
other allowable expenses. The Finance Committee is working out cash flow details to ensure as much of the loan will be 
forgiven as possible.  
 
This loan required an extensive amount of paperwork and research and is the result of tireless efforts by our treasurer, 
Stephanie Morris, our financial secretary, Carol Rozmiarek, Pastor Adam and members of our Finance Committee. We 
are incredibly grateful for their ministry and expertise.  
 
Please join in offering your prayers and thanks for their efforts and for the ways this loan will help sustain the mission 
and ministry of Overbrook Church.  

My message [is] not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on hu-
man wisdom, but on God's power.  - 1 Corinthians 4-5 

 
A Message from the Director  
  
Overbrook family, grace and deep peace to each of you. Whether you are a regular member of ours, or you just hap-
pened to stumble on this note by chance, know that you have found a friend in The Christian Education Team, and in 
me. We bless you and have been praying for you and your families regularly during this difficult time. Let's face it, 
friends, it has been somewhat challenging and sad to be away from each other and the church for the duration we have 
been. In the blink of an eye, what began as two weeks of distancing has turned into eight weeks of isolation. I must admit 
that I have wrestled with tough questions throughout this period, many hinging on continually changing guidelines 
and best practices to consider;  

 
 What is the role of Christian Education amid COVID-19? whom are we called to serve? where do we perform acts of ministry and 
radical love? how do we emerge from this crisis bearing Christ's wisdom and peace in our souls?  

 
The answers are not immediately apparent; however, many of us are coming to learn and grow in the knowledge that 
God's holy, unwavering presence does not stop when our church doors are shuttered. Rather, we are finding that the 
Spirit extends far beyond our sanctuary, and reaches us where we are -- in our homes and apartments as we take shelter 
and await that blessed day. Until then, your Christian Education Team has been working hard to face each week with 
an abundance of hope, and perhaps even some cock-eyed optimism — and who could blame us? In a world plagued by 
perils and ills, it is our imperative to remain calm, cool, and collected for our children and youth who are searching for 
that which comes next. And also, who are watching our response and interactions closely. They will remember this 
time.  
 
Our hope on God is founded, dear ones. And it is in this blessed hope that we are focusing our energies. We know that 
we will see this time through. We have faith that Christ is tending the gates and protecting his sheep. Soon, we will be 
led to pasture.   

Christian Education  Committee 
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Christian Education (Cont’d) 
 
 
 
 
 
Sundays  

 

Family Sunday School at-Home 
 

A lifelong, consistent Christian education is paramount to forming one’s faith and spiritual identity.  
So, when social distancing began emerging as a necessity, our team prioritized the installation at-
home Sunday School materials. E aimed to recognize the spiritual needs of our children as well as 
the scope of preparations required on behalf of parents and guardians.  Our lessons are explicitly 

formatted for increased approachability, accessibility and liturgically relevant themes.  
 

Live Children’s Message 

We have been by our common worship over Zoom each week, and by those who sculpt and partici-
pate in the service.  A highlight for us is  the weekly Children’s Message.  Our primary goal is to engage 
the entire congregation in a kid’s eye point of view of Scripture and its role in the world at large.  
Moreover, we aim to engage as many children, youth and families as possible so that we maintain 

connections to the liturgy and to each other.  Many thanks to those of you who have encouraged and supported our cre-
ative liberties through this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursdays  
 

Time With Children (Weekly) 
 

A consistent group of children, their families, guests and Sunday School leaders join us every Thursday for a Time with 
Children.  It goes like this:  we all log onto Zoom, learn or sing a song, read a story, make a craft, and pray together.  Each 
week we are co-led by a Sunday School leader, and share a relaxed hour of Christ-centered formation.  We’ve learned 
quite a bit so far: 

 the beauty of gathering friends for a meal through agape 
 the power of friendship by sending notes of encouragement,  
 the patience of waiting through collage,  
 the critical importance of protecting creation through terrarium-making, and much more  

 
Time With Youth (Bi-monthly)  
Our older youth have gathered twice now, and we are enjoying our time together.  Every meeting begins with prayer, 
transition to fun, and ends in peace.  We kicked off this series with a fun game night where we went on an at-home scav-
enger hunt competition, played Pictionary, and Scattergories.  Next up was Trivia Night, were we played from a real jeop-
ardy board with categories like Books of da’ Bible and World Religion and Culture. Several teams battled it out to see who 
might win, and we were able to crown the Wong family as  victors.  Congrats to Zack and Amber on their big win!  
More is yet to come. 
 

Looking towards Summer 
 

A tricky issue, huh? It goes without saying that our summer plans will be adjusted in some sig-
nificant way. Our team has been meeting monthly on this emerging issue, and we plan to make 
some big decisions in the coming weeks. We have identified potential paths and contingencies 
for both VBS and Mission this year, and we are working speedily to provide as much certainty 

to our families as possible during this unpredictable time. Please contact us with any questions or suggestions, or if you 
would like to be involved in the planning.  



Deacons 

Prayer List  
Judi Swartz who is battling COVID-19 at the 

Saunders House 

Olga Hoggard and family on the recent death of her 
sister, Phyllis Watson 

James Mitchell and family on the recent death of 
James’s father. 

Theresa Carter is currently being treated for 
metastatic breast cancer. 

The Uphoff Family dealing with many medical 
issues.  

Calvin Marshall and his family on the death of his 
cousin from the COVID-19 virus, 

Lou Packett, friend of Amanda and Artia Benjamin, is 
in critical condition with COVID-19. 

Sabrina Johnson’s cousins, Dominick and Robin 
Franklin, are battling the COVID-19 virus. 

Lynn Pompa for continued prayers for ongoing 
medical needs and concerns. 

Artia’s friend James Jones Jr.,  is in the hospital in a 
coma.   

Emma Greene, daughter of Laurie Geers, for a safe 
and healthy delivery of her daughter due in early 
May. 

 Diane, Laurie Geers’s sister, is still receiving cancer 
treatments.  Prayers for continued healing.  

  Al Mayne, father of Scott Mayne, has just completed 
cancer treatment and is recovering from surgery. 

 Margaret Young’s son Keith’s for continued prayers 
for healing. 

Eric Long’s father Bill Long’s cancer has returned. 

Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is continuing treatment 
for cancer.  

Katie Kupstas’s father responded well to treatment 
for stage 4 lung cancer. . 

Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, is 
continuing treatment for cancer.  

John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT. 

Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health 
challenges.  

Please contact Terri Hunter (teresahunter42@gmail.com) 
or the Church Office to add names to the prayer list.  

Happy May Birthdays 

5/1 Adam Shah  5/18 Emily Partridge 

 Spencer Shah   Joanna Scherluebbe 

5/3 Gail Kaercher  5/19 Kendi Long 

5/4 Pat Ogundele  5/20 Nancy Gilhool 

 Andrea McGhee   Becky Lazo 

5/5 Kristan Davis   LaToya Richie  

 Edith Lank  5/21 John Baker  

 Lucas Ziemba  5/24 Alice Wilson 

5/7 Theo Goedde  5/25 Isaac Gosfield 

5/8 Dick Williamson  Isidora Gosfield 

5/9 Liam Clifford  5/26 Lena Goedde 
5/10 Auriana Geraldo  Hannah Trindade 
5/11 Bob Kothari   Rachel Trindade 
 Bob Harden, Sr.  5/27 Bob Harden, Jr. 
5/12 Caroline Skinner 5/30 Keedra Carroll 
 Christoph VonAndreae  5/31 Zion Carter 
5/17 Nora Whalen 
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Fellowship Hour  
In an attempt to continue to build 
community and serve our congrega-
tion, we will be holding a virtual cof-
fee hour after worship. At the conclu-
sion of the service, people who re-
main will be invited to join a 
breakout room where they will have 
five minutes to catch up and say hello 
to their church friends. After five 
minutes, you can join another room 
and then another for a total of about 
15-20 minutes of conversation and 
fellowship with other members of the 
congregation. So, bring your coffee, 
your snacks, and your finger foods 
and gather again for a good OPC cof-
fee hour 



 

Community News 

The Farmers Market is Back! 

Beginning Saturday, June 6 

Every Saturday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM   in the church parking lot 

About the Market:  Established in 2008, this market is located at the Overbrook Pres-

byterian Church, and has a loyal following of residents in the neighborhood who make 

this market a regular part of their Saturday mornings. 

Look for: 

Walnut Springs Farm - (Early berries and asparagus, in season sweet  corn, peaches and more) 

Homestead Gardens - (Seasonal fresh vegetables) 

Payment accepted: Cash, ACCESS cards, WIC and Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) vouchers 

Weekly Online Opportunities 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study- 10:30 am via Zoom 
Bible Study continues! Even though we can't gather in body, we can gather online! Adam will be holding the weekly 
Wednesday Bible Study on ZOOM for everyone who is interested as long as we are separated. The study will begin at 
10:30am. As a brief recap, we have been spent the last three months reading through the Acts of the Apostles and will 
turn our attention to chapter 6 of this interesting book. In this chapter, the early church of Jerusalem has grown expo-
nentially under the leadership of the apostles. The community has grown free from obstruction, but in chapter five we 
get the first sense that trouble is brewing. In chapter 6, we get a sense that the community is increasingly in danger 
both from within and without.   After Bible study, we will have a time to pray with each other support each other in the 
midst of separation.  
Here is the link for ZOOM. It will work each week, so keep using it.  
https://zoom.us/j/659964984 
 
You can also call into the study using these number:  +1 646 558 8656 -  Meeting ID: 659 964 984 
 
Tuesday Morning  Women’s Prayer & Support Group. 
Join us every Tuesday morning at 7:30 am for some prayer, connection, and support. We would like to create a rotation 
so that women can volunteer to host the meeting (and by host, we mean, maybe open us in prayer, pick a topic of dis-
cussion, etc.). We hope you’ll join us! 
Here’s the connection information for the Weekly Women’s Prayer:  https://zoom.us/j/97359780682 
 
To join by phone call: +1(646)558-8656   - Meeting ID: 973 5978 0682 
 
Saturday Morning Men’s Group  

Join us every Saturday morning  at 9 AM on Zoom.  

Open to all—invite a friend! 

Click to Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/209922549 
Or call 646-558-8656 and enter Meeting ID: 209 922 549 

https://zoom.us/j/659964984
https://zoom.us/j/659964984
https://zoom.us/j/97359780682
https://zoom.us/j/209922549

